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The whole army (save a few straggling com-

panies,) consisting of nearly twelve thousand
men, were thus safely deposited o shore,
without the slightest accident of any kind.

The line of investment was taken up im-

mediately on landing, and General Worth
ucoeeded in taking his position on the right

near the shore, and .on the south side of the
city. On the following day, General Patter-

son's division took up its position in the cen-

tre or west side of the city; and on ihe next
day General Twiggs took his position on the
left or the north side of the city, stretch-

ing his command to the coast. On the 12th,
the line of investment was completed. The
lines of siege were five miles in extent, run-

ning along a chain of sand hills about three
miles from the city, ranging from three hun-

dred to fifteen hundred feet high, and com
pletely overlooking the city. The right of
the line was exposed to the guns of the
castle.

During the formation of the line of invest-

ment there was some skirmishing with ad-

vanced parties of Mexicans outside of the
walls, in which nine of the Americans were
wounded. On the morning of the 11th, the
guns of the city and castle opened on the
American lines, by which firing Captain Al-burt- is,

of the second infantry, was killed.
The investment was formed with great diff-

iculty, during a severe " Norther," which cut
off all communication with the ships, and
blew the sand in drifts, against which the
men could scarcely bear up. General
Morales, with about five thousand troops
and between six and seven hundred cannon,
commanded the city and castle.

On the 17th, the " Norther, M having
abated, ten or twelve mortars were landed
and iu a few days after the remainder of the
heavy ordnance was brought" on shore and
planted, and the trenches completed.

On the --22d, General Scott being ready to
commence the siege, addressed a summons
to the Mexican commander to surrender the
city. In this summons General Scott al-

lowed ample time for the women, foreigners
and nts to leave the city and
take what property they pleased. This offer
was not accepted by the inhabitants, or for-

eigners to any extent. The governor replied
that he had no authority to surrender the
castle and could not yield to the summons.

On the morning of the 25th, General Scott
received overtures for a capitulation from
General Landero, on whom General Morales
had devolved the chief command. General
Scott appointed on his part Generals Worth
and Pillow, and Colonel Totten. A terrible
storm rendered it impossible to communicate
with Commodore Perry, who had on the 21st
superseded Commodore Conner; the latter
returning to the United States on the 29th in
the U. S. steamer, Princeton. Subsequently
on the part of the navy, Captain Aultck was
added to the commission. Villannera Hen-er- a,

and Robles were appointed on the part
of the Mexicans.

The commissioners having agreed on terms,
the whole garrison was surrendered with all
the armaments, munitions of war, and public
property, and the prisoners paroled.

The articles of capitulation were signed
late in the night of the 27th, and in accord-
ance with their terms the ceremony of laying
down their arms, and formally delivering up
to the conquerors the city and castle of Vera
Cruz were performed by the Mexicans early
on the morning of the 29th. The spot se-

lected for this scene was a plain near the
city. The American army was drawn up in
two lines facing inwards, occupying a mile
in extent. General Worth was in command
to receive the conquered troops. At ten
o'clock the Mexicans marched out to the
strains of their national music, the bugle, the
fife, and the drum, passing between the
American lines. Women and children ac-

companied the troops bearing heavy burdens.
The Mexican army halted between the
American lines, stacked their arms, laid
down their colors and equipments, and then
marched off, while a portion of General
Worth's division inarched into the city with
colors flying and the military bands flaying
national airs. At noon the flag of the United
States was floating over the city, and soon
afterwards over the celebrated castle of San
Juan d'Ulloa, which had been deemed im-

pregnable, and next to Gibraltar the strong-
est fortress in the the world.

The loss on the American side was but a
trifle. Two officers and seven men were
killed. The sacrifice of life in the city was
very great estimated to seven or eight hun-
dred lives, mostly among the non-combata-

The destruction of peacable citizens and
women was unavoidable. It was known for
a long time that the city was to be attacked,
and General Scott had given notice to the
inhabitants that they could depart, and for
thi3 purpose waited on the 22d eight hours
before opening the fire of Lis mortars. Near-
ly two-thir- ds of the city was laid in ruins,
and years must elapse before the injury can
be repaired.

There were taken with the city and castle
upwards of four thousand prisoners between
six and seven hundred cannon, about ten
thousand small stand of arms, and a consid-
erable amount of military stores. During
the bombardment General Scott's army had
thrown six thousand and seven htJhdrcd shot
and shells, weighing four hundred sixty-thr- ee

thousand and six hundred pounds. The
prisoners were all released on their parole,
and allowed to return to their homes on con
dition 'that they should not again take up
arms against tne American army.

The surrender of Vera Cruz had been
preceded by the capture of other towns on
the Mexican coast, by the American squadron.

This squadron in the Gulf of Mexico, un
der the command- - of Commodore Conner,
was, at the breaking out of the war, ordered
to blockade the Mexican ports in the eulf.
and in the performance of this inactive and
irksome duty few events ol historical interest
could transpire. Commodore Conner, how-
ever, made two unsuccessful attempts to cap-
ture the port of Alvarado and the vessels
lying in that harbor; the former on the 7th
of August, and the latter on the loth oil
October, 1846.

On the 14th, Commodore Conner appeared
off Tampico, and the town capitulated un
conditionally without resistance. Three fine
gun-boa- ts, and other public property, fell in
to the hands of the captors. The Mexicans an-
ticipating an attack, had withdrawn the gar
rison, removed the guns, and destroyed their
munitions ot war.

On the 26th of October, Commodore M.
C. Perry, a volunteer Hnder the command of
Commodore Conner, with the steamer Mis
sissippi and three small vessels, left the squad
ron at Lizardo, and sailed for Tobasco. On
the 33d he arrived off the bar, and sailing up
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the river captured Frontiera and all the ves-

sels in port, without firing a gun. The next
morning Perry sailed for Tobasco, seventy-fo- ur

miles farther up the river of the same
silenced the fort whichname, and on the 25th

commands the city. ' Having taken all the
vessels in this river by which munitions of
war were introduced into Mexico, and leav-

ing two small steamers to blockade the mouth

of the river, he returned to the flag ship of
Com. Conner.

On the next day after the surrender of
Vera Cruz, simultaneous expeditions by sea
and by land set out for the capture of Alva-

rado; the latter under General Quitman; the
former under Commodore Perry who dis-

patched Lieut. Hunter in advance with the
Scourge, a small steamer, to blockade the
port. He arrived off the bar on the afternoon
of that day, and immediately opened a fire on
the forts with round shot and shell, but stoo4
off for the night. The next morning, he
again opened a fire, when the fort surren-

dered; after having fired the government ves-

sels, spiked a portion of the guns, and buried
others in the the sand.

Lieutenant Hunter garrisoned the fort,
which had just been evacuated by nearly four
hundred troops, with five midshipmen, and
proceeded up the river and succeeded in cap-

turing four schooners. At two o'clock the
next morning he anchored off Fla-co-al-pa- m,

a city of seven thousand inhabitants, and ob-

tained an immediate surrender of the town.
The next day, April 2d, Commodore Perry
with thirteen vessels stood off Alvarado for
the purpose of capturing the town, when to
his surprise he was met by tne aispaicn oi
Lieutenant Hunter announcing the surren-

der of the place. Lieutenant Hunter for his
disobedience of orders, was placed under ar-

rest, tried by a Court Martial, and sentenced
to be reprimanded and dismissed from the
squadron.

On the 18th of April, Commodore Perry,
after an engagement which resulted in a loss
of no lives, and but a few wounds took the
town and forts of Tuspan, about twenty
miles north of Vera Cruz, and either de-

stroyed or carried off all the guns.
After the surrender of Vera Cruz, Gen-

eral Worth was appointed governor, and oc-

cupied it with a part of his brigade. He
forthwith entered upon the duties of his office,
and commenced establishing a strict police,
and repressing every tendency to disorder.
The port was soon opened to the commerce
of the world, and a tariff of duties estab
lished.

The army was now organized for an ad-

vance on the city of Mexico. Much time
was consumed in waiting for the horses,
mules and wagons necessary to convey the
ammunition, cannon, arms and provisions ne-

cessary for eight thousand men.
On the 8th of April, ten days after the sur-

render of Vera Cruz, the American army
took up their line of march for Jalapa. On
the 11th the advance, a company of dra-

goons, under Colonel Harney, met several
thousand Mexican lancers whom they routed
by a gallant charge. The Mexican army
under Santa Ana were found encamped on
the heights of Cerro Gordo, 1,000 feet above
the National Road, which ran along its base.
On the sumit stood a citadel which command-
ed every point in the road . below. We are
unable to ascertain the number of Mexicans
engaged. The American army consisted of
8,500, but 6,000 of whom could be brought
into action.

The battle commenced in the afternoon of
the 17th of April, but night coming on, op-

erations were suspended. During the night
a detachment of the American army, under
command of General Twiggs, drew a heavy
twenty-fo- ur pounder and two twenty-fo- ur

pound howitzers up a precipice about seven
hundred feet, nearly perpendicular. On the
morning of the 18th, the battle again com-
menced and terminated about noon, in the
complete rout of the Mexican army, and the
flight of Santa Ana. The charge of Colo
nel Harney upon the citadel of Cerro Gordo
is represented as a splendid military achieve-
ment. General Scott took nearly three
thousand soldiers and two hundred and
eighty-tw-o olficers prisoners, all of whom
were released on parole.

General Scott also t ok four or five thou-

sand stand of arms and forty-thr- ee cannon,
with a large quantity of munitions of war.
The small arms were destroyed.

The American loss was sixty-thr- ee killed
and three hundred and sixty-eig- ht wounded;
of the latter of whom, thirty-thre- e were off-

icers. The enemy's loss in killed and wound-
ed was estimated at twelve hundred. Three
Generals were killed, one of whom was a
brother of La Vega.

The result of the battle of Cerro Gordo
was the abandonment of La Hoya with its
artillery and works, a strong position between
Jalapa and Perote.

On the 19th of April, the day after the
battle, General Worth entered Jalapa, an
on the 22d took possession of the strong town
and castle of Perote; next to San Juan
d'Ulloa, the strongest fortress in Mexico.

The fortress affords quarters for 2,000
troops and their officers, with ample store
houses, and hospitals, and a supply of good
water within the walls.

On the fifteenth of May, after encounter-
ing little resistance. General Worth with
four thousand men occupied Pucbla, a city
of eighty thousand inhabitants, celebrated
for their loyalty to their government, and at-

tachment to the Catholic religion. In about
two weeks afterwards General Scott arrived
with about three thousand more troops.
General Scott remained in Puebla during the
summer awaiting the arrival of reinforce-
ments. While here he took pains to con-
ciliate the people, and to convince them that
their religion and rights would be respected
by the Americans. The Bishop of Puebla,
whose influence in the Church, and whose
power is scarcely second to that of the Bish-

op of Mexico, was visited by Generals Scott
and Worth, and a guard placed at his dis-

posal. The ceremonies of the church were
respected by the whole army.

General Scott having been reinforced by
fresh troops from the United 'States, : some
regulars, but mostly volunteers, under Gen-
erals Pillow, Cadwallader, and Pierce; had
on the first of August, at Puebla, a force of
fourteen thousand men. Leaving twenty-fiv-e

hundred to garrison that city, he moved
on the 8th of August with a column of seven
thousand five hundred men, along the nation-
al road for the city of Mexico. On the 11th,
the advanced column of the army reached
Ayotla, a hacienda on the national road with-
in twenty miles of Mexico. Four miles in
in front was a strong fortified position, called
El Pinon ; a small isolated mountain, sur-
rounded by water, on one side of the prin- -'

cipal causeway leading to the city.

Having reconnoitered it was ascertained
that a new road for artillery and wagons
could be cut from Chalco to San Augustine,
and accordingly the American army moved
in that direction on the afternoon of the 15th
of Auzust.

Rv this move a new line of operations was
taken up on the southern side of

.
the city oil
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Mexico, and the strong worns oi me reuvu
and Mexicalsingo, upon which Santa Ana
had bestowed such immense care ana lauur,
were cnmnletelv turned
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On the 16th ot August, nenerai oiu

marched as far as the hacienda of San Gre-gori- o,

and at six o'clock on the following
morning resumed his march, meeting only
obstructions in the road. Slight skirmishing
continued in which he lost but one man, un-

til he reached San Augustine, on the 17th, a
place nine miles south of Mexico.

During the day Major Graham was sent
out from San Augustine (General Scott's
head quarters) towards Contreras, to pro-

tect the engineers in a reconnoissance of the
route in that direction, where, during the
forenoon, he engaged a force of the enemy's
cavalry and infantry, which he drove back,
with a loss ol eigiu Kiueu, iwo wounueu, uuu
five prisoners Major Graham's
sustaining no loss.

On the following morning the American
resumed their for the city of rhn necessaries of life. matter

Mexico bv main road. On the 19th of
August the battle of Contreras was fought.
This battle was well contested by the Mexi-

can army, and great praise is bestowed upon
General Valencia for the skill and valor
which he displayed on this occasion. For
six hours there was a continuous roar of can-

non and small arms, and night closing in on-

ly put an end to the strife. Both armies
remained on the battle field, the rain fall-

ing in torrents during the whole night.
Early on the morning of the 20th the bat
teries of Contreras were stormed and car
ried by the American troops and Valencia
was completely routed, after a short but ter
rible struggle.

The attack upon his works was planed by
General Smith, and resulted in the capture
of fifteen pieces of artillery, some 1,500 pris-
oners among them Generals Blanco, Gar-

cia, Mendoza, and the notorious Salas, all
the ammunition and camp equipage, while
the road. along which those who escaped was
strewed with muskets. No less than seven
hundred of the enemy, among them many
officers, were left dead on the field the
number of wounded far greater.

The arms being secured and a detachment
left to protect the ordnance, ammunition and
prisoners the column formed for the pur
pose of pursuing the enemy. Ihere now
ensued a sortof a running fight all the way
to San Angel the enemy endeavoring to
make a stand at every point on the road
but were at length compelled to take refuge
in Churubusco.

As soon as the Mexicans perceived that
Contreras was carried, and that the Ameri-
cans would be able to turn their position and
attack them in reverse, they evacuated the
fortification and fell back on Churubusco
with their artillery and whole force. This
was also reinforced by the troops from Con-

treras, and some from the city.
The Americans advanced to attack the en-

emy. The contest is represented as truly
terrible for several hours it raged with fury ;

both armies determined to conquer or die on
the field. The impetuous charges of the
Americans finally won the field and the Mex
icans fled, pursued by the American troops
to the very gates of the city.

The American loss was ten hundred and
fifty killed and wounded. The number of
Mexicans engaged in the last battle has been
estimated at from fifteen to twenty thousand,
with thirty pieces of heavy and light artille
ry. The Mexican account admits seven
thousand engaged at Contreras, but they
were reinforced at Churubusco by troops
from the city under Santa Ana, who it is said
commanded at the beginning of the last
battle.

The Mexican accounts acknowledge the
loss in killed, wounded and prisoners, of no
less than thirteen generals, (among them,
three and forty five pieces of
cannon.

The number of Americans engaged in the
last battle did not exceed six thousand. The
rout of the Mexicans was complete. They
fled in all directions, leaving their artillery
on the field.

The Americans followed up the victory
and successively attacked the different forti
fications situated in the hacienda of San
Antonio. Churubusco. Mexicalsingo and
other places, that at two o'clock of the
same day the'whole affair was concluded.

On the 21st General Scott occupied the
Bishop's Palace at Tacubaya, and on the
22d proposed an armistice, in order that ne
gotiations for peace might be undertaken.

Bv the terms of the armistice neither par
ty was to undertake any operations within
thirty leagues of the city of Mexico, or to re
ceive any reinforcements munitions of war.

In the meantime the seventy deserters,
who had been taken prisoners while fighting
under their leader Riley, were tried by a
court martial and condemned to be hung.
The sentence was approved by General
Scott, and on the 8th of September the whole
of the Legion were hung in presence of both
armies

On the 7th September the armistice was
terminated, and on bth, about 5 o clock
in the morning, Gen. Scott attacked the Mex-
ican army at Mill El Rey, and at 9 o'clock
succeeded in again routing the entire force.

The Mexicans represent their own loss at
hundred killed and two hundred and fifty

wounded, while the Americans lost four hun-
dred killed and six or seven hundred wound-

ed, among which were thirty-seve- n officers
wounded and three Colonels killed.

Skirmishes ensued until the 13th, when
General Scott advanced and fought the bat-
tle of Chapultcpec.

The Mexican account states their own loss
at three hundred, and the Americans as hav-
ing lost four hundred men in this action.

On the 16th the American troops stormed
the gates and entered the city. The day be-

fore had been occupied in bombarding, and
the scenes in the city are represented as tru-
ly heart-rendin- g.

The Mexican accounts admit their own
loss during the bombardment and the last
day's fight in the streets, to be four thousand,
and estimates the loss of the Americans on
the same occasion, at one thousand.

General Santa Ana, with the remnant of
his army retreated towards Guadaloupe, a
town south-we- st of the city, where he re-

signed his command. Lieutenant Colonel
Doniphan was appointed Governor of the
City of Mexico.
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fX?" The several interests ot a nation are so

intimately connected that it is impossible for one

branch to suffer without more or leu injuring the

whole. The business interests of a community

or country bear the same relation one to another,

that the different parts of the human frunie do.

If one part of the svstem be too much taxed it

produces derangement and an unhealthy state of
the whole. Commerce, agriculture and mech-

anism are so intimately connected that it is

impossible for one branch to long exist in pros-

perous condition when the other is neglected.

If agriculture, manufactures and am which

tend to increase the wealth of a nation be neg-

lected, commerce will dwindle away. Tempo-

rary causes may operate for a time to produce a

prosperous condition in commercial affair; but

the history of the past too plainly show s thit
prosperity of this kind is fleeting and uncertain.

The'true prosperity of a nation mu.t in the end

depend upon its own resources and abilities, A

command ' country is in a prosperous condition when its

labilities are equal to is wants or in other
words, when it is able to either provide or pur--

nrmv march the It not
the

but

so

or

the

one

the

whether a nation produces all the varieties want

ed, or purchase of another the larger number of
these articles, so long as it produces sufficient to

pay for its wants. Nature has distinctly marked

some portions of the earths' surface as adopted

to agriculture, while other portions are as dis-

tinctly designed for manufactures and the arts.
It is as necessary that we have raiment as food;

so that while one portion of the inhabitants are
employed in manufacturing the other jortioii
must be employed in raising produce to feed not

only themselves, but those engaged in manufact-

ures and the arts of civilized life. The world

presents an aspect somewhat similar to a large
mercantile house it being necessary that the ac-

counts between the manufacturers and producer

balance. When this is the case, all branches of
industry are prosperous; but when the ability of
either party fails, bankruptcy and distress en-

sues. Probably no nation is so truly indepen-

dent of all others as the United States. With

their broad extent of territory, their diversity of
climate, and the enterprise of their citizen, they

can produce all the necessaries and many of the
luxuries of life; yet until within a few years the
American people have been dependent in a great
measure upon Europe for most of their manufact-

ured goods. The effect of thee large importa-

tions was to drain the country of its currency;
not that the United States could not produce suf-ficen- tto

pay for the importations, but because

Europe did not want her products. In order to

remedy this the American government have im-

posed a protective tariff upon foreign good..
This has had the effect to encourage in a meas-

ure, home manufactures, and to keep in the
country the money which otherwise must have
been sent abroad to pay for their importations.
It would perhaps have been better to have al-

lowed Europe to manufacture their goods, pro-

vided she would have taken in payment for them
the produce of the country. During the past

year however we find the scales turned, and large

shipments of specie being made from Europe to
fhe United States. As the matter of a protec-

tive tariff is a subject upon which many wie
men disagree, we will venture no remark on this
occasion further than to say that it seems essen-

tial that every country should possess some
means of paying for its importations liesides the
exportation of specie. It is evident no country
can be pro.ierous while there is a continual
drain upon its currency. There are various
means to be adopted to prevent this drain; the
most certain way is to increase the products of
the country, and encourage industry so as to en-

able its citizens to compete with any country in

low prices. With a large amount of the pro-

ducts of the country on hand, which can be af-

forded at a low rate, there is little to lear but that
a market will be found. It is true the market
may for a lime be glutted as was formerly the
case with the provision market in A merit a.

The principle being acknowledged that the
prosperity and happiness of a country depends
upon its abilities to supply its wants, it becomes
necessary to analyze these capabilities, ami if
they be found wanting, to adopt some prompt
measure to remedy the evil. In order to how
plainly the great lack of ability here, we will ap-

peal to figures, the surest criterion of sound
judgment in matters like this.

Let us examine our accounts and see on which
side stands lne balance. We find that during the
year 1847 there was imported into the Hawaiian
Islands merchandize invoiced at $738,150.19; of

. . ,
he rount

-- coca -- n t an Tl, , - . .!..., ..ft JJJiW.
per cent., excepting the amount imMrted by
missionaries, consuls and whale ships free of du-

ty. Deducting the amount imported free of du-

ty it leaves $653,31 9.75, on which a duty of 5

per cent, is paid, amounting to $32,71 $.43. Now
let us add the duty the invoice cost and we
have the sum of $339,662.44. Allowing that
the importer makes clear profit over ami above
the duty and charges of 25 per cent., which ia

quite small enough, we have the sum of $209,-915.6- 1,

which added to the invoice oust and duty
makes the grand total of $1,049,578.05 re-

mains to be paid for in some way. In the above
calculations we have not included the freight
which has mostly to be paid here. will aay
the above is the amount which the merchants re-

alize from their importations,and which of course
they must remit to foreign countries if they wish
to employ it in mercantile simulations.

Now let us see what are the capabilities of the
country. We find this large amount standing to
our debit for transactions during the year end-

ing Jan. 1, 1843. During the same period we
find the amount of foreign goods es-

timated at $236,054.24; to this is to be added the
amount of produce exported during the same
period, the amount imported by missions and
consuls, and the amount of supplies for whale-shi- ps

and other vessels. The amount of Dative
produce exported was valued at $68,419.53; the
amount imported by missions and consuls which
is supposed to be paid for at home, $2 1,552.90,
and the amount of supplies furnished vessels we
find estimated at $140,600.00, which amounts ad-

ded to the amount makes the sum of
$519,625.72 to be placed to our credit. This
subtracted from the debit side of the account

dm oa tW I
leaves a balance of t5W,95Si
January, 1848.

The Daturalinfereoe to he drawn from tnis

calculation U, that either a large amount of spe-

cie has gone out of the couotry or that Urge
hand at that date. Wtamount of goods were oo

believe the truth is. there was not only a large

stock of goods oo hand, but very large quantities

of specie have gone abroad to pay these liabilities.

There are many thing that we cannot raise; but
ii. .

it must be remembered that not a very p"-porti-
on

of the articles for which we are .ending

money abroad, are the products moat ea-i- ly rais-

ed here. So long as our merchants ran import

coffee and sugar from Manila ami make a profit,

so long they will continue to do it; ami until an

export le raised here sufficient l enaMe us to

pay iu produce for our imort, the drain upon

the currency of the country mut continue. 1 he

main dependence of the Ilawaiin Ulamls iimiI
I agriculture, and if this be neglected we shall

soon be bankrupt. Mineral resource we hive
next to none; ami every one must be aware that
the capital of the country is loo limited to allow
heavy drains of swcie without producing em-

barrassment and distress.
We have watched with no little pleasure the

rapid incre.ine of trade in our little kingdom.

During the past five years the commerce of the
Hawaiian I 'land has increased rapidly. From
being a place hardly known in the cemmercial
world, we have come to be quite a lion in eom--

t i ..emerce. uur two or turee annual arrival oi mer-

chant vessels up to 14H, have swelled in 1st? to
seventy-fiv- e; ami the few then engaged in trade
have now many rival. New traders have flork-e- d

in new stores ami wareloue have sprung
up our mechanic hate had abundance of em-

ployment, and the few natives engaged in agri-cultu- re

have reaiied a rich harvest. An unusual
i. "e

i uj4on ytW9
ity have not failrU to see that a cni mult
sooner or later The great in

the whaling butincn in our vicinity has opera
ted
the Nlamls. T

from ship l!Us,

branch of must f--ll oil. 1 rota-N- y
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